
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The attached SMPTE Engineering Document has been declared 

“Stable” by the controlling Technology Committee. 
 

 
 The SMPTE Operations Manual for Standards states: 
 

A document should be stabilized if it is believed to be substantially correct, 
does not contain harmful or misleading recommendations, may still be 
relevant to equipment or practices in use, is stable, but does not represent 
current technology, and need not be subject to future reviews. 
 
A Stable document shall still be made available and offered for sale by the 
Society, but it shall be prefaced by a cover page explaining its current status. 
 
At any time, a Technology Committee may revise, amend, or otherwise 
initiate a new Project on a Stable document. 

 
A Stable document is “In Force”, and not deprecated or withdrawn. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
Note: 
 
SMPTE “Stable” documents were previously described as “Archived” and the 
attached document may be marked as “Archived”.  The status of a SMPTE document 
described as “Archived” is exactly as described above for a “Stable” document. 
 
Stable documents may not adhere to the latest style and format of SMPTE 
documents, or to current usage of normative language.  Suitable care should be 
taken in interpretation. 
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1  Scope

This standard specifies the maximum dimensions of
the film image area intended for projection from a
35-mm motion-picture film using vertically positioned
subframes for stereoscopic projection, and the place-
ment of this area relative to the perforations and the
reference edge of the film.

2  Dimensions

The dimensions shall be as given in figure 1 and table
1.

3  Subframes

The image area intended for projection is divided into
two subframes, as shown in figure 1. The upper

subframe relative to the direction of film travel shall be
the left image, and the lower subframe relative to the
direction of film travel shall be the right image.

4  Projection lens alignment

Projection lenses must be aligned to take into account
the differences between the two formats, principally
dimension G.

5  Reference marks

It is suggested that frameline reference marks be
printed between the perforations along the nonrefer-
ence edge of the film. These frameline marks are
meant to encourage proper assembly of release print
reels and to prevent loss of subframe sequence.
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Figure 1 – Dimensions

Symmetrical format Asymmetrical format

Dimensions Inches Millimeters Inches Millimeters

A 0.825 nom 20.96 nom 0.825 nom 20.96 nom

B 0.728 max 18.49 max 0.732 max 18.59 max

C 0.738 nom 18.75 nom 0.738 nom 18.75 nom

D 0.324 min  8.23 min 0.324 min  8.23 min

E 1.151 max 29.24 max 1.151 max 29.24 max

F = H    Nominally equal   Nominally equal    Nominally equal    Nominally equal

G 0.3740 ± 0.0005  9.500 ± 0.013 0.3870 ± 0.0005  9.830 ± 0.013

J 0.020 nom  0.51 nom 0.042 nom  1.07 nom

Table 1 – Specifications
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